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Wherein a Virtuous Wife is com- 


par'd both unco a Merchants Ship, 
and a Man of War. 
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EPISTLE 


TO THE 


READER. 


Here are ſo many Paper Pirates 
now abroad, that every wiſe Sailer 
will ſtand upon his garrd, and will 
5 be laid abroad by every Hailer, 
leaſt lie ſhonld be rifled of that Treaſure he 
ſails with, But this our Ship iz a Royal Mer- 
chant, by which, if thou be a sKilſul Trader, 
thou may'ſt gain much; She comes from the 
Kings Court, and in thoſe days (as 1 have 
heard) there .. plenty of Geld and Silver, 
but ſhe is well francht with that which is bet- 
ter than both: The Merchants deſſan in Ship- 
ping ſo muchTvea;ure in one veſſel, > Was to in. 
rich the whole Court at once, an 77 deſſen 
ix publiſhing the Bill of her laiding is thy 
gain, and not mine, nor my Trade; for 1 
have none of thoſe preciews Fewels to felt, 
but have had {me of them freely —_ 
and all bf them are to be diſpoſed at the ſame 
rate ; therefore if thiw doſf not [eek for it 
thox art is blame. 
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THE 


Merchant Royal. 


' Proverbs 3 x 14. 


She is like unto a Merchants Ship, ſhe 
bringeth her Food from afar. 


His Scripture, and in Effect the 
whole Chapter, is a Scripture 
written for Wome , and more 
— peculiarly a Script..ce written in 
Praiſe of Women; yet not gloſſingly, to 
make them better than they be, but ſo- 
derly and truly to ſhew them what they 
fhould be: a Scripture wherein, as 1n a 
glaſs, are ſet out to our view, all the Per- 
fections and Ornaments, all the Dignity, 
Beauty, and Duty of a virtuous Wite and 
Holy Woman. The Devil at the firſt be- 
gan his Temptation by praiſing of the Woe 
man, by telling her, that if ſhe knew her 
ſelf, ſhe wanted but one thing to make 
her like God ; and from the Devil, I think, 
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it comes, that ſo many Men ſince in ever} 


Age, have ſo wantonly beſtowed their 


time, their wits, their Pens, and ſome. 
times their Pencils to, either vainly to mag- 
nifie, or vilely to embrace the Dignities 
of Women: The caules of which tolly { 
take to be theſe, either for that generally 
they did not know them , and then they 
wrote Fooliſhly; or for that ſometimes 
they doted on them, and then they Prai- 


- ſed immoderately; or elſe for that ſome they 


hated, and then they railed furiouſl y. Bur 


| theſe are to ratify the preſent Diſcourſe and 


Praiſe of Women, three things, firſt God 
by whoſe Spirit jt was Conceived, Second- 
ly Bathſheba a Woman by whole Mouth 


it was taught, Thirdly Solomon à Man, 


+. 


7s the Witcſt of Men by whoſe Pen it was 


Indited. That is to ſay, God Inſpired i; 


* 


into the Mother, the Mother taught 


it to Solomon her Son, and then Sor 


{mon her Son Publiſhed it to the 


World: therefore if we ſpeak of the 


knowledge of a good Woman, who 


knoweth her better than her ſelf; who 


knoweth her betrer than Man that liveth 
with her: Yea who knoweth her ſo well 
as God that made her: Again, if in this def: 
cription any thing might ſeem too much 
in Praiſe, it was no a Woman bur a Map 
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that wrote it; if any thing might ſeem too 
burt henſome or grievous in Precept, it was 
got a Man but a Woman that Impoſed it; 
or if any thing might ſeem either too much 
or too little, or otherwiſe than it ſhould be, 
t was neither Man nor Woman; but God 
that firſt directed it: And thus in one de(- 
Y cription of a Virtuous Wife and Holy 
Woman, which is not in any other Author, 
cor yet elſewhere in any part of Scripture, 
we have a Man, a Woman, yea God 
bimſelf, and all out of one mouth, ſpeaking 
and conſpiring 3 ſhe that hath Ears to 
hear let her hear. 8 
In the tenth verſe of this Chapter Solo- 
mu makes Proclamation, who ſhall find 
: Virtuous Woman; which yet imparteth 
not (as St. Auguſtine noteth) Inveniends 
Impoſſubilitaters, ſed Diſficultatem; not as 
if to find a Virtuous Woman were a matter 
of Impoſſibility, but yet for all that a 
thing of ſome difficulty; and therefore he 
cryeth her with her marks, the will do her 
Husband good and not evil; ſhe riſeth: = 
while it is yet Night; ſhe putteth her 
Hands to the Wheel; ſhe ſtretcheth 
out her Hands to the Poor, ſhe openeth 
ber Mouth to Wiſdom, ec. Thus ſhewing - 
lometimes what ſhe doth, ſometimes what 
ke is, lometimes what ſhe is worth, and 
A 4 lome - 
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ſometimes what ſhe is like, 28 here, ſhe id 
like a Sp. 

She is indeed, and yet he ſenrce i is, and 
therefore becauſe ſhe is ſo ſcarce, it was 
needful to ſhew not onlywhatthe is, but alſo 
what the is like to: for how ſhall he find 
her, that never ſaw her, that never had 
her, that ſcarce heard of her, and there. | 
fore as Cant. 5. when the Church cryed 
her Husband (I charge you O Daughters of 
Ferwſalens if you find my well beloved, 
Sc.) She deſcribed him by Reſemblance, 
my well beloved is white and ruddy, the 
chiefeſt of ten Thouſands, his Head is like 
Gold, his Eyes like Doves, his Cheeks 
like a Bed of Spices, his Lips like Lillies, 
his Legs like Pillars of Marble, every thing 
Was li e ſomething, So of the Virtuous 
Woman it is ſaid here, that ſhe is like a 
Ship » and Prov. 21. ſhe is like a Crown, 
and in the Carr. ſometimes like a Roſe, 
ſometimes like a Lilly, ſometimes like a 
Garden of flowers, ſometimes like a Spring 
of Waters; in a word ſhe is like to many 
things, but as tis ſaid, verſ. 1oth, Pearls 
and Precious Stenes are not like to her. 

She is like a Ship (faith Soloamom) and 
it may well be, for the World is like the 
Sea; for ſo ſaith St. Fohn, before the 

Throne there was a Sea of glaſs, Rev. 4. 
and that was the World, tranl; itory 200. 
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ſor himſelf; but then comes a Wife like 


. 
brittle as glaſs; tumultuous and trouble - 
ſome like the Sea; wherein as the Wind 
taiſeth up the Waves, and one Wave wal- 
lows in the Neck of another, ſo this trouble- 
ſome life of ours, begins in weeping, goes 
on in Sorrow, and the end of one woe is 
but the entrance of another: O what 
time might a Man ask to ſet down all the 


Miſeries of this life! the fear, the care, 


the anguiſh, that dayly accompanies the 
Body and Soul of Man; the Labours and 
ſorrows certain, the caſualty uncertain, 
the Contentions and Quarrels of them that 
live amongſt us, the Sharp aſſaults and op- 
poſit ions of them that hate us; but chiefly 
the unfaithfulneſs and treachery of them 


that ſeem to love us: Againſt theſe Storms, 


to ſave Men from drowning, did God or- 
dain the Woman as a Ship upon the Sea, 


that as Noah made an Ark, and by that 
Ark eſcaped the Flood, ſo Man by Mar- 


rying with the Woman, might pals thro' 


all the Labors of this life: unto which 


doubtleſs God had reſpect when he aid, it 
is not good for Man to be alone, let us 
make him a help meet for him, as much 


as to ſay a Ship to ſave him; therefore he 


which hath no Wife, may ſeem to be like 
Fonas in the Sea, left in the midſt of a mi- 
ſerable World, to fink or ſwim, or ſhift 


£24 
2a Ship, and wafts him home: but you muſt 
full remember that Solomon ſpeaketh here 
ofa good Wife, as verſe, toth. who ſhall 
hind a virtuous Woman? for other wiſe, 
if ſhe that was made to comfort in every 
ſtorm, be ſtormy and troubleſome her 
ſelf, then is ſhe not like a Ship, but like the 
Sea ; and then to be ſo Shipt, it were better 
with Jonas to be caſt into the Sea. | 
But if ſhe be good, the is kke.a Ship in- 
dced, and to nothing ſo like as to a Ship; 
or ſhe ſits at the ſtern, and by diſcret ion 
45 by Card andCompals, ſhapes her courſe; 
her Countenance and. Converſation are 
ballaſſed with ſoberneſs and gravity ; hee 
Sails are full of Wind, as if ſome Wiſdom 
from above had Inſpired, or blown upon 
her z ſhe ſtandeth in the Shrouds and ca- 
fteth out her lead, and when ſhe hath ſoun- 
daced, the telleth (as Michal did 
x. Sam. 19. to David, of depth and dangers Nc 
ek; if by default ſhe be grounded, I. 
de caſteth out her anchor (as &«42k did), Et 
3 and by winding of her ſclf, ſhe. pr 
Vin 2 gets afloat again, if the ſpye, I 
kenning, any trouble ta be aigh within, er 
her, either ſhe makes forward, if ſhe fiads, I { 
" berſelf able, or elſe with Piar's Eh; 
1 19. Wife ſbe ſets ſail away; ſhe com- in 
| mands and countermands. each Man to his W 
EL charge, Fei 


EF) 
urge, ſome to their tackling, ſome to the 
gal, ſome to the main top, as if ſhe, and 
pre but (re, were Captain, Owner, Maſter 
the Ships and yet the is not Maſter, but 
e Maſters Mate ; a Royal Ship ſhe is, for 
he King himſelf takes Pleaſure in her Beau- 
jy, Tſal. 45. and it ſhe be a Merchants too, 
en is ſhe che Merchant Royal, 

Again, as ſhe is like a Ship, conſidered 
n her ſelf, and in her Proper Virtues, ſo 
$he like wiſe being compared with her 
owner to: ſhe is like a Ship indeed, for 
irt whoſoever Marries ventures; he 
rentures his Eſtate, he ventures his Peace, 
ie ventures his Liberty, yea many Men 
by Marriage ventures their Souls too: for 
which cauſe the1ſrae/ites were forbidden to 
match their Dꝛughters with che Capaanites, 
eat they ſhould turn them frum God to 
krve other Gods, Deut. 7. which Solomon 
netwithſtand ing did, and therefore made 
as ſome Men thought) a Shrev/d Adven- 
ture of his Soul; and there fore (even ta 
[prevent too much adventure likewiſe) is 
Marriage compared to a Ship, which of al 
artificial Creatures is the moſt deliberative; 
for the Sails not, but ſounding, leaſt by 
ker unheadinels the run her ſelf aground x 
in like manner, neither Man nor Woman 
will ac any time { if they be wile } reſolve 
either 1 in Marriage, or of iny thing in Mar- 
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riage, but upon the weightieſt deliberatiot 
he is ſet out for the Image of a Fool, that 
ſaid villam emi, &c. I have bought 

Luk ad a Farm, and I muſt needs go out t: 
ſee it ; for he ſhould have feen it firſt, anc 
bought it after; as it is ſaid of the Vir 
tuous Woman here, ſhe conſidereth a Fielc 
and gets it verſe 16th. that is, ſhe thinks 
of it firſt, and makes her purchaſe after 
and when either Man or Woman forgets 
this in Marriage, they purchaſe Joy e4 
nough for the Day of their Marriage, and 
Repentance enough for all the time after, 
It ts faid of fepthas Daughter Fuag. 11th, 
that ſhe went out to bewail the Days of her. 
Virginity, but in truth many Mens | 
Daughters may go out to bewail the Days 
of their Marriage; yea, and many Men to, 
look back to the ſingle life, as the Egypti- 
rod. ach. ans in the Red Sea look'd back 
oe 14% tothe Land; and ſo they are pu- 
niſhed with late Repentance, like thoſe (th 
' Fooliſh Mariners in the Ack. 27th. who 78 
becauſe they took not Counſel in the Ny. 
Haven, were forced to adviſe upon a wrack. Ihe 
And what is the cauſe of this? lack of fore: 
caſt, becauſe they found not firſt, whether 
ũt be fit ro Marry or yet to Marry; or whe- fi. 
ther he be fit, or ſhe be fit; fit in degree, ſy: 
fit in diſpoſition, in Religion; and there- 
fore as Salomon ſaith of Yowing, ſo ſay we 
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{Marrying 3 be not raſh with thy Mouth: 
ut found firſt, and fail after; that is, de 
berate firſt, and Marry after. 
Again, ſhe is like a Ship, for her uni- 
erſal uſe a Houle is indeed to dwell in, 
ut not to travel in; but a Ship is both to 
nel in, and as it were to dwell in too; 
pEat, and Drink, and Slcep, and Labor, 
nd Meditate, and Pray too; as if to be 
Ina Ship, were to be in another Earth, the 
Natter World : In like manner, a Man 
lth a Friend for pleaſure, a Servant for 
MWyrofit, and for uſes ro God-ward a Spiritu- 
| Inftructer too; bur a Wife ſerves for all 
theſe, that is, for Pleaſure, for Profit, (and 
ſhe be good) to bring her Husband to 
zood too. 

Again, of all theſe ſame Itenſilia, (I 
I rean of moveableInſtruments)a Ship is the 
lugeſt and the greateſt, and yet com- 
nanded (as ye fee) by the Helm, or Stern, 
mall piece of Wood; ſo ought the Wife 
(though a great Commander in the 
Houſe) yet to be turned and ruled by a 
Word of her Husband, Solomon ſaith not, 
liz is like a Houle (as many Women be, 
good remove a Houle as diſwade or 
mw. Wean them from their wills} but 

like a Ship; not like Vaſti the 
Wife of Aſſuerus, whom all the Power 
Jefche Kingdom could not move, to come 
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to her Husband, no not to the King hin 
ſelf; but ſhe muſt follow her Husband 
as the Iſraelites followed the Cloudy Pill: 

in the Wilderneſs , which whe 

Num. 9th. it food, they ſtood, and whe 
it went, they followed; and ſo muſt ſj 
Laſtly, leaſt any Man dote too myc| 
upon this Heavenly Ship of earthly Joys! 
we muſt remember, that as a Ship is 50 
2 Place of continual habitation, but only 
tor Paſſage ; ſo is the Society of the Wife 
though Comfortable and Joyful for the 
time, yet laſting only ſor a time; a hel 
to hold him up and comfort him, during 
this fhort tranſitory, and troubleſome 
Pilgrimage ; but then there 1s another 
happier, a more laſting Marriage with the 
Lamb, which neither departure, divorce 
nor Death can Separate : and for this we 
muſt forſake Father, Mother, Wiſe, Chil 
dren Goods, Lands, G. for this the Li 
ving muſt renounce hisLife, the King mull 
teave his Crown, the Bridegroom mull 
lea ve his Bride, and the Bride muſt leave 
her Bed; becauſe for this the Saints de 
Cry, come Lord Felus, come Quickly 
But as the ſaying is in the Schools Sim 
litudo non Cuyrit qual tor Pedibus, Many 
things may be like, yet nothing like in al 


one Man divide his to many 


(un). 


* Therefore though a Woman in 


many things be like a Ship, yet in ſome 


things the muſt be unlike, and ſome Qua- 
lities of a Ship ſhe muſt not have. As for 
Example, one Ship may belong to many 
Merchants, and one Merchant may be o. 
ner in many Ships; yet neither may one 
Woman divide her love to many Men, not 
Women; 
therefore Lamech ſpake with great Incon- 
Pb yea it was like falſe Latin, when 

ſaid, hear ye Wiſes of Lamech, Gen. 4. 23, 
for Wives admit no plurality, when they 


be conſtrued with one Huſband; becauſe 


(as the Prophet faith ) though God ar the 
beginning had abundance of Spirit, yet 
he made but one, 44«/. 2. but one Wo- 
man of one Rib, fot the help and comtoit 
of one Man. 

Secondly, of all the Goods which Men 
poſſeſs, only a Ship cannot be hous ds a 
Man hath a Shop for his wares, a Barn for 
his Corn, a Cheſt for his Mony, and a 


| Houſe wherein to hide his Head, by ao 


cauſe to cover a Ship; but ſo mult not a 
Virtuous Woman be, for it is a note of the 
unchaſt Woman, that her Se& cannot 
abide in her Houſe; but now ſhe is with- 
out, now in the Streer, and lies in walt at 
every corner; Prov. 7. Ile Iz: ſo as 
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io ſeeth her, ſeeth her always gadding, 
that he may Salute her, as MenSalute atSea, Ml 
whither are ye bound? but Rachel and less 
are noted to be in the Houſe, while cob w as 
abroad in the Field; Gra. 31. only Dinah 
was a ſtraggler, and ſet Sail to Sechem; but 
ſhe came home with ſname, and made an il! 
Voyage. | | 
Thirdly, a Ship of all things is moye: 
able, and carried with wind ; but ſo muſt 
not a good Woman be; for of the ill Wo 
man as is ſaid, Prov. 5th. her Paths are 
moveable, thou canſt not know them. She 
is inconſtant, light headed and vain; now 
ſhe loves, anon ſhe hates; now ſhe obeys, 
anon ſhe rebels ; gentle and kind to Day, 
crooked and unkind to Morrow; for ſhe 
Sails but by guſts; and all her goodnels 
rakes her by fits, like the good Day of an 
Ague : and whereas R#th ſhewed 
more goodneſs at her latter end =: 3 
than at her beginning; an ill Wife'ſheweth 
more goodneſs in one day of her begin- 
ning, than in ſeven Years of her latter end: 
therefore ſuch muſt remember what Solo- 
non ſaith of the good Woman here, ſhe 
girdeth her loins with ſtrength ; that is 
with ſtayedneſs and conſtancy : ver. 17. 
ver. 12, more plainly ſhe will do het 


Husband good and not evil, all the w_ of 
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G 
her life; that is, ſhe is as obedient anc 
tractable after Twenty Years Tryal, as at 
* Day of her Marriage. 

But f all the qualities, a Woman muſt 
not have one quality of a Ships, and that is 
too much rigging. O what a wonder is it 
to fee a Ship under ſail, with her tacklings, 
and her maſts, and her tops and top gal- 
lants; with her upper decks and her nei- 
ther decks, and ſo bedecked ; with her 
Streamers, Flags, and Enſigns, and I know 
not What; yea, but a World of wonders 
is it to ſee a Woman created in Gods 
Image, ſo miſcreate oftentimes and defor- 
med, with her French, her Spaniſh, and 
her fooliſh Faſhions, that he that made her 
when he looks upon her, ſhall hardly know 
her, with her Plumes, her Fans, and a 
ſlken Vizard ; with a Ruff like a Sail, yea 
a Ruff like a Rainbow ; with a Feather i in 
her Cap, like a Flag in her Top, to tell 
(think) which way the W ind will blow. 
Iſaiah made a profer in the third of his Pro- 
phecy, to ſer out by enumeration the Shop 
of theſe vanities, their Bonnets, and their 
Bracelets, and their Tablets, and their 
Slippers, their Mufflers, their Vails, their 
Wimples, and their Criſping-pins; of 
ſome whereof it one ſhould ſay to me; as 
philip ſometime laid to the Eunuch, un- 
1 8 n 
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derſtandeſt thou what thou readeſt # 
Ads 8th. I might anſwer with the Eunuch 
ain, how can I without a Guide ? that 
is, unleſs ſome Gentle woman would com- 
ment on the Text; but Iſaiah was then, 
and we are now; now that fancy hack 
multiplied the Text of Faſhions with the ! 
time, ſo as what was then but a Shop, is f 
now become a Ship of Vanities. But f 
what ſaith the Scriptures; the Kings : 


Daughter is all glorious within, Pſal. 45. | 
and as Ships which are the faireſt 1n ſhew, k 
are not always the fitteſt for uſe; ſo nei- | 
ther are Women the more to be eſteemed, |} © 
but the more to be ſuſpected, for their fair |} ® 
trappings ; yet we condemn not in grea- 
ter perſonages the uſe of Ornaments ; yea, 
we teach that Silver, Silks, and Gold, 
were created, not only for the neceſſity, 
but alſo for the Ornament of the Saints: 
In the Practiſe w hereof, Rebeckab a holy 
Woman is noted to have received from 
Iſaac a holy Man, even Ear rings, Habili- 
ments and Bracelets of Gold; Gen. 24th. 
therefore this it is we teach for rules of 
Chriſtian Sobriety, that if a Woman ex- 
ceed neither Decency in Faſhion, nor the 
limits of her State and Degree, and that 
ſhe be Proud of nothing, we ſee no reaſon 
but ſhe may wear any thing. 


FEN 
It followeth, ſhe is like a Ship, but what 
Ship? a Ship of Merchants: No doubt, 
a great Commendation ; for the Kingdom 
of Heaven is like a Merchant; Mat. 13th: 
and Merchants have been Princes; 1/aiah 
23. and Princes are Gods Pſa. 82. the 
Merchant is of all Men the moſt © laborious 
for his life, the moſt adventurous in his 
Labours, the moſt peaceable upon the Sea, 
the moſt profitable to the Land : yea the 
Merchant is the combination and union cf 
Lands and Countries. She is like a Ship 
of Merchants; therefore firſt to be reck- 
oned (as ye ſee) among the Laity 3 not like 
2 Fiſher mans Boat, not like St. Peters Ship; 
for Chriſt did call no ſhe Apoſtles, indeed 
it is commendable in a Woman, when ſhe 
is able by her Wiſdom to inſtruct her Chil- 
dren, and to give at opportunities good 
Counſel to her Husband ; but when Wo- 
men will take upon them (as ſome have 
done) to build Churches, and to chalk our 
diſcipline for the Church, this is neither 
commendable nor tollerable; for her 
Hands (faith Solomon) muſt handle the 
spindle, verſe. 19th. the Spindle, or the 
Cradle, but neither the Altar, nor the Tem- 
ple; for St. 7% commendeth even to 
the elect Lady, not ſo much her talking, as 


ber walking in the Commandments 


G36) - 
Fohn 5. 6. therefore to. ſuch. Preaching 
Women it may be anſwered, as St. Ber- 
vard ſometime anſwered the Image 
of the Bleſſed Virgin, at the great Church 
at Spire in Germany: Bernard was no ſoo- 
ner come into the Church, but the Image 
ſtrait ſaluted him, and bad him good mor. 
row Bernard ʒ whereat Bernard well know 
ing the jugling of the Friers, made anſwer a- 
gain out of St. Paul, O (ſaith he) your La- 
dyſhip hath forgot your ſelf, it is not Law- 
full for Women to [peak in the Church. 
Again, the Merchant is a Profitable Ship, 
to teach a Wife in all things to endeavour 
her Hus bands Profit : But many Women 
are like water Pageants, made only for 
ſhew ; like Pictures in a Table, good for 
nothing but to pleaſe the Eye 3 no longer 
to be liked than they be looked on: Yea, 
ſo unprofitable and diſſolute in the Houſe, 
as no Man would think them to be Wives; 
but that at meals he find them ſitting at 
the upper end of the Table: whereas of the 
good Wife it is ſaid here, ſne will 
do her Husband good and not evil. 
Again, the Merchant is a ' painful Ship, 
and ſhe muſt be a painful Wife; not like 
running Pinnace, to ſcource from Coaſt to 
Coaſt, from Houſe, to Houſe, as many 
Athenian Women do, who give them- 


Ver. 12, 
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to hear and tell News; for he that hath 
ſuch aWife,may think himſelfMarried to an 1 
2 Intelligencer; whereas St. Pau adviſeth 1 
ſuch Buſie- bodies to govern their own I 
c Y Houſes, 1 Tim. 5. as if intermedling with Vi 
other Mens, did make idle in their own. 1 
; Again, being like a Merchants Ship, kl 
© | that _ he being the Merchant, and ſhe * 
the Ship, ſhe muſt needs conclude ſhe was * 
made for him; and therefore a Ship of 1 
Traffick to Enrich him, but not a Pyrate 
to ſpoyl and rob him: To ſpoil and rob? 1 
as if a Woman could rob her Husband? * 
indeed it hath oft been held a queſtion diſ. 1 
putable, though I indeed have little mind RY 
todiſpute it, yet I hear what is ſaid ro that 
purpoſe from the Mouth of Eve, we Eat 9 
of the Fruit of the Trees of the Garden 
den. 3. we, therefore ſhe puts in her (elf, 1 
and ſhe Eats of the Trees indefiniteljß; 
therefore of all the Trees in the Garden? 
And therefore all was hers as well as 4. N 
adams, andthe Womans in right as well as 
the Mans: To which 1 anſwer, that all is 
bers in participation to uſe, but damm 
in Diſcretion to diſpoſe; which appeareth N 
by two Reaſons: firſt becauſe the Beaſts 0 
„Were named by Adam, and not by Eve; 
and to Name is a note of Dominion, ana 
, ocheruiſe, as When n Foſeph became Paredes . 
* B 3 ler- nl | 
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Servant, and Daniel a Captive to the Calde: 
id nt, they received from them other Names, 
and we in our Baptiſme receive our 
Names, to acknowledge that we belong 
in right to Chriſt. Secondly the whole 
World was given to Adam before Eve was 
made; ſo as hers was but an after right: 
And it ſhe hath any tenure at all, ſhe holds 
in capite.; and ſhe hath no title but by her 
Husband. She therefore that uſurpeth 
abſolute Authority in the Houſe, is no 
Merchant, but a Pyrate to the Merchant. 

_ Laſtly, ſhe is like a Merchants Ship, that 
is a Friendefellow and peaceable Compa- 
nion. to him, but not a Man of War to 
contend with him : for he that made her 
never built her for Battel ſure; ſhe was 
built for Peace, and not for War, for Mer- 
chants weep to think of War; therefore 
ſhe muſt not for every angry word of her 
Husband betake her ſelf into the Gun-room 
ſtrait, there to Thunder, to Charge and 
Diſcharge upon him with broad words, ar 
as Matriners ſay at Sea, to turo the broad 
ſide like Zipporah the Wife of Aoſes; to 
rail upon him, thou art indeed a bloudy 
Husband, Exod, 4. this is no Ship of Mer- 

there fore no Marvell, if many Men thus 
 Shipt do wiſh themſelves aſhore, and that 


Fl c 19) 
timely Death might take ſuch a Wife for 
a Prize. When Eliezer went a wooing for 
Iſaac, his Maſters Son, the tryal by which 
he propoſed to prove a fit Wife for Iſaas, 
was this, that if (ſaith he) when I ſay to 
the Maid, give me Drink, the ſays again, 
Drink, and I will give thy Camels alſo; 
ſhe without more ado ſhould be a Wife 
for Iſaac, Gen. 24, that is (as Theodoret ex- 
poundeth it) if ſne were gentle, not like 
that Woman 70% 4. Chriſt asked her 
water, and ſhe called him Few , how is it 
that thou a Few, askeſt water of me a $4- 
mariten ? for though there be many Sins 


incident to Women (as there be (to ſpeak 


impartially ) as many to Men) yet no vice 
in the Woman ſo unwomanly as this; 
yet if Adam had been furious the matter 
had been leſs, for he was made of Earth, 
the Mother of Iron and Steel, the Mur- 
thering Mettals, but the Woman, the 
that was made of ſo tender Mettals, to 
become ſo terrible, the weaker Veſſel ſo 
ſtrong in Paſſion; yea to look ſo fair, and 
ſpeak fo foul, what a contrariety is this? 
there was great Reaſon ſure, to compare 


a good Woman to a Snail, not only for 


her Silence and continual keeping of her 
Houſe, but alſo for a commendable ti- 
merouſneſs of her Nature, which at the 
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as ( 20) 
leaſt ſhaking of the air-fbrinks back into 
her ſhell, and ſo ought the Wife ro do, if 
her Husband bur (peak, to play all hide 
and under hatches, and to put out a Flag 
of truce, as Abigail did to David, and to 
ſay to her Husband as Rachel to her Father, 
let not my Lord be angry: Gen. 3 1. like à 
Lilly among Thorns (ſaith Solomon) 'ſo is 
my love among the Daughters; Cant. 2. 
like a Lilly: firſt, not like a Nettle, again, 
like a Lilly among Thorns, as ſhe wing 
Patience in the ſoreſt Provocation. Sarah 
indeed was peaceable, and ſo were many 
more, yet their Praiſe was leſs, in as much 
as they had meek Husbands; for ſhe is a 
Monſter, that liveth not meekly with a 
meek Husband : but ſhe that is yoaked 
with a Nate, a Churl, a Fool, as Abigail 
was, and bears that patiently, ſhe may 
ſay with Deborah in Fuag. 5, O my Soul 
thou haſt marcht valiantly ; and there 
ſhall more true Honour grow to you by 
ſuch Patience, than if Souldier-like ye did 
Prevail by fury and violence; and the 
worſe your Husbands be, rhe more ſhall 
your Vertue ſhine, which in affliction ſhi- 
neth moſt, like Stars twinkling in the 
Night: and if it begrievous to find mat- 

ter of Patience, there where you looked for 
comfort and protection, yet it ſhall have 

15 3 r 
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the end a reward, and in the Interim a 
ingular admiration ; and as Afar ſaith 
fherſelf; all Generations ſhall call ſuch 
Sg. 55 | 

It followeth in the Text, ſhe bringeth 
ger food from far; as ye have heard What 
he is like, ſo now likewiſe what ſhe doth 
rbeing is-known by doing, as the Tree 
known by the Fruit. Alas it is a ſmall 
thing, yea it is nothing, to be like; for 
Copper oft- times is like good Coin, and the 
Devil is like an Angel of Light; and if 
wil Women were not like to many 
tings, which indeed they arenot, they 
wuld not deceive ſo many as they do: 
therefore the next thing to conſider is 
whar ſhe doth ; ſhe bringeth her food 
om afar. She bringeth ; firſt therefore 
t(cribed facie adverſa, non adverſa, with 
her Face, not her Back toward; for when 
Ship goeth forth, every Man murmu- 
reth, for that it carrieth; the Merchant 
himſelf feareth, leaſt it miſcarry; but 
when it returneth, there is Joy for that it 
bringeth. And where Solomon ſaith, ſhe 
bringeth, he meaneth not that ſhe bring- 
eth in with her, as if a Wife were to be 
choſen by her Dowry 3 for the worſt 
Wifes have many times the beſt Portions, 
and the beſt Wives (ſuch as Eſeher 2 J 
| by | ve 


( 22 ) 
have oftimes none at all. Indeed the ma 
ner of the World is now, to ſeek Wives 
as Fudas betrayed Chrift, with a quanty 
dabis? what will you give? and if the Fa 
ther chance to ſay with Peter, Aurum en 
Argentum non eſt mihi, I have neither Gold 
nor Silver; let her then be as obedient 
Sarah, as devout as Ansa, as vertuous a 
the Virgin Mary, yet all this is nothing 
Querexds Pecunia Primum eſt ; other thing 
may mend it, but Mony makes the Match 
Therefore this was not it which S lu¹,νI⁰ͤ 
means by bringing; for a good Wife 
though ſhe bring in nothing with her, yer" 
through her Wiſdom and Diligence, great 
things comes in by her; ſhe brings in with 
her Hands, for ſhe putteth her Hands tc 
the Wheel ( faith Solomon) verſe 19. and 
indeed if her work do not - countervail her 
Meat, then is every Finger of her Hand 
like a Thief in the Houſe. Again, if ibe 
be too high toſtain her Hands with bodily 
Labour, yet ſhe bringeth in with her Eye, 
for ſhe overſee th the ways of her Houſhold 
(faith $Se/ozp0n ) and eateth not the Bread 
of Idleneſs, verſe 27. again, ſhe bringeth 
in by her Frugality, for ſhe holdeth it 2 
point of Conſcience, neither to fair more 
daintily, nor to attire her ſelf more trimly, 
than may ſtand. with her Husbands _— 3 


. | 

if ſhe waſt more than ſhe bring in, and 
Victualling amount to more than her 
hole Voyage, that Merchant was ill ad- 
&d that mand her forth ; and it had 
good for him to have been alone: But 
the ſaying is that many Men Marry 
ir Executors, ſo it is true likewiſe, that 
ny Men Marry their Executioners; and 
the Sin of Adam began at Eve, ſo the 
un, and Confuſion, the Extortion, Op- 
Illion, griping of Tenants, yea and Sa- 
edge of many Men, beginneth at the 
ide of the Woman; for now every Lady 
{the lateſt Edition, if her Husband have 

ibed out but an end of an Office, yet 
beRevels and Plays Rex, and ſhe muſt have 
Coach, though but to croſs from the 
church ſtyle to the Church Porch, and 
whereas thoſe //raelitiſh Women, Exod. 28 
nen the Inſtruments of the Tabernacle 
vere to be made, gave in their Devotion, 
beir very Looking-glafſes towards it; yer 
by the forbidden Apple is pulled, the 
hurch is robbed and ſpoyled; a Patron 
wil. (carce paſs away a poor Parſonage, 
mthourt 3 reſervation of his own Tithes , 
nd all to maintain French Hoods, Lawns, 
ad Looking-glaſſes whereas of the Vertu- 
ws Wife it is ſaid verſe 11. that her 
band ſhall have no need of Spoyl. 
F "1% 
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But what bringeth ſhe in? ſhe bring 
in Food, in which word Solomon pointet 
her out a Houſe Work, as ſhe is a Houſdi 
Wife, and the work aſſigned is the feeding 
of the Houſhold; for we read that Abra. fi 
ham fetched a Calf from the Field, bu 
Sarah had her charge to dreſs it in theTentY"* 
Gen. 18, and Sslomon telleth the People 
that their King (when they had him i 
would take not their Sons but theirDauph 0 
ters; and make them Cooks and Bakers l 
1 Sam. 18. and in the 15. verſe of this of 
Chapter, it is ſaid directly, that ſhe giveth ol 
the Portion to her Houſhold, and the or 0 
dinary to her Maids; but that which we H 
read Food, ſome tranſlate it Bread; ſha * 
bringeth her Bread, and it may well bY 
for Bread is the ftaff of Life, and when like 
Merchants we have run round about the 
World to fetch in the Riches of every 
Country, yet all is but to cloath the Back, 
and feed the Belly: therefore having Food 
and Rayment let us ( ſaith St. Paul) be 
there with Content, x Ts. 6. . 
Again, as he is not the beſt Merchant to 
the Commonwealth, which bringeth 1n 
Toys and Trifles ; but he which bringeth 
in ſuch things as beſt may ſerve neceſlity;}} , 
ſo neither is ſhe always the beſt Wits | 
which is moſt adorned with Tricks and h 
ah Qua 
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Qualities, but ſhe that endeavoureth 
moſt, to that which is moſt neceſſary, and 
Ithink ſurely, Mat Bread is expreſly na- 
med here, as co frame her whole converſa- 
tion, fo chiefly, her Mouth with Sobri- 
ole ©) * for many Women are in the mind of 
the 1ſreelites in Egypt, manna is no meat 
for them, but they muſt have quails, and 
ll muſt be dainty (though to the undoing 
of all) like Eve the Wife of Adam, whom 
ofall the Trees in Paradiſe, none might 
ſer ve, but that which was the bane of her 
Husband; and the leſs they want, the more 
wanton and dainty Mouth'd they be: 
Now ſure, if Cyrus had had ſuch a Wife, 
he muſt needs have Worſhiped her; for he 
had no other Reaſon to Worſhip the Idol 
gell, but only becauſe it ſpent him ſo ma- 
ny Sheep, ſo many Meaſures of Flower, 
ind ſo many Pots of Wine every Day z 
but every Meal was not made for every 
Mouth, only Bread was made for all; and 
neither Man nor Woman have warrant 
to ask for more, than for their Dayly 

Bread. 
But what meaneth Solomon by that 
from afar ſure not to anſwer that which 
is proverbially ſaid, that far fetcht and 
dear bought is fitteſt for Ladies; as now a- 
days what groweth at home, is baſe and 
rn homely 3 


no 
ct 
uſe 
ing 
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(46) 
homely ; and what' every one Eats 
Meat for Dogs, and we muſt have Brea 
from one Country, and Drink from an; 
ther; and we'muſt have Meat from Spain 
and Sauce out of Italy; and if we wes 
any thing, it muſt be pure Venetian, . 
man, or Barbarian; bur the Faſhion of 4 
muſt be French, and as Seneca laith in ano 
ther Caſe; victi victoribus leges dederunt, 
we give them the Soil, and they give us 
the Faſhion. Therefore this was not Sole 
mos meaning, but from afar, either 
hath feſpect to the time, 4 long inquo ten- 
pore, as it ſeemeth to be expounded, In the 
next words, ſhe riſeth while it is yet 
Night, and giveth the Portion to her 
Houſhold; he doth not ſay ſhe mecteth 
iñt at the Door, as ſhe that riſeth to Dinnet; 
and then thinks her Days work half done; 
and for every fit of an Idle Feaver betakes 
her ſelf to her Cabin again; and if her 
Finger but ake, ſhe muſt have one ſtand 
by her to feed her with a Spoon: This is 
no Ship of Merchants, this is the Mar 
Slug; but (he bringeth it from afar; that 
is, the takerh care of it, and diſpoſeth of 
it from the firſt, yea, and before the firſt, 
Hand that toucheth ir. | 
Or elſe I take this from afar, to be far- 
ther yet, even 4b ultimis natara ,, from 
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(627) 
- Wefirſt and fartheſt Principles of Nature : 
bor Example, if ſhe will have Bread, 
x muſt not always buy ir, but ſhe muſt 
"Wy it, and reap it, and grind it, and as 
„ did, Gen. the 18. ſhe muſt knead it, 
ca make it into Bread: Or if the will 
we Cloth, ſhe muſt not always run 
the Shop, or to the ſcore, but ſhe begins 
the ſeed, ſhe carrieth her feed to the 
ound, from of the Ground ſhe gathereth 
u, of her Flax the ſpinneth a Thread, of 
xr thread ſhe weaveth Cloth, and fo ſhe 
mes by her Coat; the very words of 
mon, verſe 13. ſhe ſeeketh Wooll and 
ax, and labouret h chearfully with her 
ands. 
Or elſe I take this from afar, to be farther 
t, even from the Gates of Heaven; from 
hence by her Devotion and Godly Con- 
cation, ſhe draweth down ihe Bleſſings 
Cod upon her Houſe, The barren Ka- 
el prayed, and ſo did Anna to, and by 
heir Prayers obtained Children of the 
ord, Now ſure, if the Prayer of a Ver. 
vous Women were fo powerful, as a- 
anſt the courſe of Nature to derive and 

teh Children from a Barren Womb, how 
Puch more ſhall it command the meaner 

eſſings on the Houſe: 2 and there fore as 
wicked Woman is a Sea of Evils, fo 
. 2 


happy is he that begat her, renownec 


nerations ſhall cal! ſuch Bleſſed. 


to the King, 


ly, that the Wiſdom of Solomon is come tc 
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a Vertuous Woman is a Heaven of Beal | 
and their is none ſo fair as ſhe that fearet 
God : nay what ſpeak we of Beauty 7 f 
Favour is deceitful, and Beauty is Vanit | 
verſe 30. of the Chapter, and as t 
Painting of a Ship by weather and wat 
is waſhed away, fo ſhall all Carnal Beaufi | 
by Sorrow, Age, and Sickneſs, even v 

ther and waſt into wrinkles 3 bur ſhe th: | 
Feareththe Lord ( faith Sehnen) She ſha 
be Praiſed : Praiſed yea honoured, an, 
admired , the Stars in the Night, the Su 
at Noon-day, ſhall not ſhine fo bright aff} | 
ſhe: for he that goes by her Door ſhi 
point at her, and he that dwells by hell 
ſhall envy him that hath her; and ever 
Man ſhall ſay, Bleſſed be he that made her 


is ſhe that bare her, bur moſt happy is ref 
nowned, and rich, is he. that hath her] 
And even as now, ſo l ſay again, all Ge 


=. Well, to make uſe of this 1 
Application ſeyeral kinds, I moſt Humbl 
beſeech your Majeſty, firſt tc 


admit of a particular application to you 


ſelf: it is ſaid at. 12. that the Queen ol 
the South came to hear the Wiſdom ol 
Salomon, but we may converſively and tru 


the 


the King of the North : for your Majeſty 
tn to us indeed a Royal Merchant, not only 
for the union of holy Marriage, which yokes 
and couples one Sex with another,” but as 
Merchants do in intercourſe of Traffick, for 
uy knitting and combining one kingdom 
GY with another, and I will not fay it is 
US kingly, but Divine and Heavenly ro unite 
VY into one, things of divided Nature; for this 
did God create the World; firſt he made 
things, and then he matcht them; firſt he 
created, and then be coupled them; of 
Y Man and Woman he grade one inMarriage, 
of Body and Soul he made one Man, cf Sea 
and Land he made one Earth, of Heaven 
ind Earth he made one World; but then 
'Y came the Devil upon the Stage, and his 
part was again to divide what God had 
united; firſt Man from God, then Man 
"Y from Man, and that diverſly 5 firſt in the 
very bond of Blood and Kindred, Cain 
from Abel, the Brother from the Brother, 
then diſtinguiſhed by Religions, the Sons 
col God, and the Daughters of Men; then 
diſperſed by their ſeveral Habitat ions, the 
Iſles of the Gentiles, and the Tents of Shemy 
and then diſtracted and torn into divers 
JF Kingdoms, the Kingdom of Fudab, and 
the Kingdom of Iſrael: therefore doubtleſs 


* 2 


it 


(30) 7 
z glorious work it were of Judah and J, 
rae! again to make one Kingdom; for if 
it be ſo gracious in Gods eyes to do right 
and ſuſtice toa Stranger, how much more 
to love a Stranger; but moſt of all to take 
away the name of a Stranger? the King of 
Kings be Pilat of your Ship, yea i hrice blel.- 
ſed and happy be your Mzjeſtics endea- 
vours therein. 3 
. Ladies aud Gentlewomen, I 
to Ladies beſeccii you miſtake me not, 
and Gentle - and impute no partiality to me. 
women. If L have ſaid any thing ſharply, 
vet know that I have {41d nothing againit 
the good. but all againſt evil Women ; yea 
nothing againſt the Sex, but all againſt the 
Sins of Women: To which if any repiy, 
and why not (I pray) as weil agai:;{t the 
Sins of Men? I anſwer, that he that im po- 
feth ſo much upon the weaker Vcile!, 
importeth much more to the ſtronger. 
There is a Duty required of the Parents ( 
the Child, as well as of the Child to the 
Pareats ; yet the Law {peskethexpreily to 
the Child, Honour thy Father and Mo- 
ther, but nothing to the Parents, that they 
being in order of nature and wiſdom ſupe- 
_ riour, might ſuſpect th-ir Duty to be 
written in themſelves. ” 
| Again 


„ 
Again, right Hoporable in 
both Sexes ; the Cauſe of this to the mar- 
meeting the Joy of this Day, f. 
yea the my ſtery and little Image of this 
great intended union, let me be bold (I 
beſeech you) in Terms of modeſty to make 
application to you. You are here met to be 
matcht, that is, to be Married; Marriage 
(as the Apoſtle ſaith ) is bonourable in all, 
but thrice honourable in you. Firſt, ho- 
nourable in the Inſtitution, as in all other. 
. Secondly, in your perſonages, being ho- 
norable above other. But thirdly, in 
your Countries, the moſt honourable 5 
of all other. For fimply to Marry, joyns 
Sex and Sex, to Marry at home joyns 
Houſe and Houſe, but your Marriage joy- 
neth Land and Land, Earth and Earth; 
only Chriſt goes beyond it, Who joyns 
n ang 1 7 1 5 
Therefore, firſt to yau the . 
honourable 1 of this Kay ay 
honourable Ship, you have groom. 
heard what is ſaid, that Marriage is a fore 
Adventure, and therefore as Mariners upon 
the Sea in the day time look up to the Sun, 
and in the night to the pole Star; fo look 
vou up day and Night toGod, andGod ſhall |$} 
give you good Shipping therein. A 2 Wl 
2 | = 
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ried Man (they ſay) hath the Charge of 
three Commonwealths ; for he is a Hus- 
band of a Wife, a Father of Children, and 
a Maſter of Servants: and he hath dayly 
need of God, who ſhould guide all theſe ; 
therefore, firſt love God, and to prove 
that love, love alſo her whom Gad hath 
given you; for, if (as St. Joby laith) he 
that loveth not his Brother G. how 

much more he that loveth not his Wife, 
whom he dayly ſeeth, how ſhall he love 
God whom he never ſaw? And indeed 
there is no Religion or Goodneſs in that 
Man, that loveth not a faithful and loyal 


Wife: And ſay not you love, unleſs you 


love to the end; for much Water cannot 


— 


8 love; Caxt. 8. for love cndurerh all 
t 
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the Wife any cauſe of grief, yet you muſt 
remember ſhe is the weaker Veſſel; God 
therein exerciſeth your wiſdom in refor- 
ming, and your pattence, in bearing it, 


and with whom will a Man bear, if not 


with his own Wife ; if at any time you 

have occaſion to Exerciſe your Authority, 

yet you muſt remember, it is Auchority 

tempered with equality ʒthe Wife is there- 

fore to be governed with love; not _ 
T ule 


things, belicveth all things, and ſuffereth 
all things. Therefore if there grow by 
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ruled by Tyranny ; and let all Husbar 
know this for a rule in all things, that t 
Wife ſhall much better do her Duty to k 
Husband, when the Husband doth 1 
own Duty in Example before. 

And let me ſpeak one word 

to you this Honourable Ship; cage 

. ol o the br: 
you are turn d by Gods provi- 
dence into the right of Merchant ſtrange 
yet herein Happy, that you need not: 
pharoahs Daughter, to forget either you 
own People, or your Fathers Houſe. A 
the time of your life you have been gathe 
ring for this Day therefore learn to practii 
now, what you learn'd before; that is te 
; honour, to love, and to obey, and then at 
laſt you ſhall come to rule: For a good 
Wife by obeying her Husband, rules him; 
but ſhe chat obeyeth not is like the Con- 
(piracy of Coral againſt AMoſes and Aaron. 
Beſides remember your badge is not of that 
Ship, Ads. 28. not Caſtor and Pollux, for 
I ind neither Superſtition nor Idolatry in 
any part of your Family, but I find among 
other things a ſheaf of Wheat, and a hand- 
ful of Wheat advanced npon your Srera, 
and therefore doutticis it will be expected 
that Plenty, Peace, and Prolperity come 


1 
in with you. I might refer you for pat 
terns of true Virtue, as St. Paw! ſome 
times referred Timothy to Lois and Eunice 
a Grandmother and a Mother; and indeec 
this Chapter of Solomon is intituled, the 
Prophecy or Leſſon which his Mothe 
taught him: And if you remember the 
many good Leſſons your Mother taught 
you, then I need to ſay no more, then 
ſhall you be like Reche/ and Leah, which 
twain did Build up the Houſe of Zſrael 
then ſhall ycu be a Ship indeed, for you 
ſhall bring your ſelf and your Husband to 
the Haven, even to that which Seamenlfi 
call Promontorium bong ſpei, the Hill or Ha- 
ven of goud hope, that is to Heaven; and 
when this Marriage is diffolved, you ſhall 
Marry at laſt with the Lamb. la the 
mean time do worthily in Ephratah, and 
be famous in Brittain, live to a Hundred, 
grow into Thoutand:, and your Seed poſſeß 
the Gate of his Enemy. 
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Navigation Spiricualized 06-2 
ww Compaſs for Scamen, by John 
1 

The Proteſtant School, or a me- 
Wd containing ſeveral Forms of 
yer, Plalms, Leſſons, Thank(- 
ings and Graces for che bringing 
, and well grounding Childien, 
jd elder Perſons in the Proteſtant 
gion, by Moſes Lane Scliool- 
ulter in London. 

A journey to Hell, or a Vilit 
id the Devil in two. parts by the 
uchor of the Trip to Jamaica. 
Geography Rectified, or a De a 
ption of the Wor Id, in all | 
nedoms, Provinces, ene 
4 Cities, Towns, Seas, Rivers, 
ys, Capes, Ports; their ancient 
d prefent Names, Ir habitants, Si- 
tuations 
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1arions Far Gone 
ents, &c. as alſo their Coranis 
es, Coins, Weights, and Meat 
ompared with thoſe at London. 
uſtrated with Seventy eight M: 
The fourth dition enlarged; 
which is added a complete Geog 
phical Index to the whole, alpha 
ically digeſted. The whole We 
pert 5 according to the more 
curate Obſervations arid Diſcovei 
of Modern Authors, by R. Mord 
Ane Spiritual Emde which d 
tangles the Soul, and brings it byt 
inward way, to che getting of perk 
Contemplation, and the rich Tr 
ſure of internal Peace. Written 
Dr. Michael de Molinos, Prielt. Wi 
va ſhort Treatiſe concerning d. 
Communion by the fame Auth 
Tranſlated from the Italian Co 
1 8 5 ar Wenices 1685. The? 
nd Edition. * 


